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FKANKLIN AS A GENEALOGIST. 1 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

It was the good fortune of the writer some months since 
to obtain for the Historical Society of Pennsylvania certain 
of the correspondence between Benjamin Franklin and 
his relatives, together with abstracts of church records, and 
a pedigree chart prepared by Franklin himself, connected 
with the researches he was making into his family ancestry 
while sojourning in England as the agent of the Province 
of Pennsylvania. This material supplies interesting and 
valuable details omitted in the " Autobiography," and lack- 
ing in the works of his biographers. The letters are ad- 
dressed to him in care of Mrs. Margaret Stevenson, Craven 
Street, Strand, London, with whom he and his son William 
lodged, and for whose daughter Mary a cordial attachment 
long existed. These original papers are now published for 
the first time, a number in facsimile. 

In the late spring of 1758 the state of Franklin's health 
demanded a respite from duty and a change of scene. Ac- 

1 Copyright, 1899, by John W. Jordan. 
Vol. xxiii.— 1 ( 1 ) 



2 Franklin as a Genealogist 

cordingly, after attending the Commencement at Cambridge, 
lie set out, with his son William, for Northamptonshire, 
and at Wellingborough found living his aged cousin Mary 
Fisher, the wife of Richard Fisher, a grazier and tanner, 
and the only child of his uncle Thomas Franklin, his father's 
eldest brother. From her he obtained considerable per- 
sonal and genealogical details of the family, as she could 
recall the departure, in 1685, of his father, Josiah Franklin, 
with his wife and two children for New England. A few 
months after this visit Franklin was called upon to mourn 
the deaths of his aged relatives,, 

From Wellingborough he proceeded to Ecton, a few 
miles distant, where for two hundred years the Franklins 
had lived and died, and visited the rector of the parish 
church, the Rev. Eyre Whalley (whose wife was a grand- 
daughter of the famous Archdeacon Palmer), who showed 
him the parish registers, and several of the family grave- 
stones in the church-yard, which were so covered with moss 
that he could not copy the inscriptions on those of his uncle 
and aunt until they were cleaned. 

The rector's wife, whom Franklin describes as " a good- 
natured, chatty old lady," also could remember many per- 
sonal characteristics of members of the family. 

Banbury was visited a few days later, where he met the 
husband of his deceased cousin Jane, daughter of John 
Franklin, and in the church-yard copied the inscription on 
the gravestone of his grandfather, Thomas Franklin. 

Following the return of Franklin to London from his 
" ramble through a great part of England" he received from 
Mr. Whalley a transcript of the registers at Ecton relating 
to his ancestors. 

" The Eegister of Ecton in the County of Northampton begins Sept* 
25 th 1559. 

" Those contained in it of the Name of Franklin are taken out in the 
Words & Spelling of the Eegister ; & are as followeth, viz. 

Baptized. 
Ap. 8. 1563. Eobeart son of Thomas Franckline. 
Aug ft 1. 1565. Jane daughter of Thomas Franckline. 
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4 Franklin as a Genealogist. 

May 16. 1567. John son of Thomas Francklyne. 

May 9. 1570. James son of Thomas Francklyne. 

May 26. 1573. Henry son of Thomas Francklyne. 

Feb y 28. 1595. Thomas son of Henry Francklyne. 

Oct r 8. 1598. Thomas son of Henry Francklin. 

Mar. 11. 1637. Thomas son of Thomas Francklin. 

Nov r 7. 1641. Samuel son of Thomas Francklin. 

Mar. 23. 1650. Benjamin son of Thomas Francklin & Jane his wife. 

Oct r 29. 1654. Hannah daughter of Francklin & Jane his wife borne 
23 d . 

Jan y 3. 1657. Josia son of Thomas Francklin & Jane his wife born 
Dec r 23. 

Oct r 24. 1673. Mary daughter of Thomas Francklin Jun r & Helen his 
wife. 

Mar. 10. 1677. Elizabeth daughter of Josias Franklin & Anne his 
wife. 

Buried. 

Aug st 29. 1565. Jane daughter of Thomas Francklyne. 

Aug st 11. 1598. Thomas son of Henry Francklyne. 

Oct r 23. 1631. Henry Francklyn, Husbandman. 

Jan y 29. 1646. — Franklin, an aged Widow. 

Oct r 30. 1662. Jane wife of Thomas Franklin Sen r . 

Feby 3. 1663. Awdrey wife of Nicolas Franklin. 

Sept r 1. 1696. Elizabeth Franklin Widow aged 79. 

Jan y 7. 1702. Thomas Franklin, Clerk of the Commissioners of Taxes. 

Mar. 16. 1711. Helen Widow of Thomas Franklin. 

Married. 

Feb 7 5. 1561. John Walsh & Margery e Francklyne. 
Oct r 30. 1595. Henry Francklyne & Agnes Joanes. 
Feb 7 4. 1630. Nicolas Francklyn & Awdrey Bett. 

"Sir. 

" I have very carefully examined the Registers of this 
Parish & the above are all I can find either Baptized, Mar- 
ried, or Buried of the name of Franklin : you, Sir, are de- 
scended from Henry the youngest Son of the first Thomas 
mentioned in the Eegister. Thomas, the only Surviving 
Son of which Henry was your Grandfather. Elizabeth 
daughter of Josias Franklin & Anne his wife, Baptized 10 th 
of Mar. 1677, 1 suppose was the eldest Child of your Father. 
The Omissions from the year 1641 to the year 1650, com- 
mon in most Registers, were probably owing to the Con- 
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Franklin as a Genealogist 5 

fusions of those times. If I can give you any farther 

Light or Satisfaction in any thing, you may command me. 

"With Compliments to you & your Son, I am, Sir, 

" your most obedient Servant 

"Eyre Whalley. 
"Ecton, July 25 th 1758." 

To his cousin Mary Fisher Franklin wrote the following 
interesting letter containing an account of his visits to 
Bcton and Banbury and the genealogical data he had ob- 
tained. He has endorsed on the copy " Letter to Cousin 

Fisher." 

"London July 31 1758 
" Dear Cousins, 

" We have been return'd but a few Days from our Ramble 
thro a great Part of England. Tour kind Letter for which 
we thank you, is come to hand, acquainting us of the finding 
of my Son's Ring. He has since received it. Tour Enter- 
tainment of us was very kind & good & needed no Apology. 
When we left you, we went to Ecton, where, by the Help 
of good M rs Whalley, we found the Gravestones plac'd for 
my Uncle Thomas & my Aunt his wife, expressing that he 
died the 6 th of January 1702 in the 65 th Tear of his Age, 
and she the 14 th of March 1711, in the 77 th of her Age. M r 
Whalley has been so obliging as to search the Register of 
Ecton Church for us, and send me an Extract from it, by 
which I find, that our poor honest Family were Inhabitants 
of that Village near 200 Tears, as early as the Register 
begins. The first mentioned is in 1563, when Robert son 
of Thomas Franklin was baptized. This Thomas Franklin 
was our Great-Great Grandfather. He had also a Daughter 
Jane, baptized Aug. 1, 1565, which died an Infant; a Son 
John, May 16, 1567, a Son James May 9, 1570, a Son Henry, 
May 26, 1573. Whether Robert, John & James left any 
Posterity I do not find ; but the youngest Son Henry mar- 
ried Agnes Joanes the 30 th of October 1595, and had one 
son Thomas, which died Aug* 1598, and another son born 
October 8 the same Tear, which he also calPd Thomas ; and 
this youngest Son of Henry was our Grandfather. Josiah 
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my Father was the youngest Son of my Grandfather, and I 
am the youngest Son of Josiah; so that I am the youngest 
Son of the youngest Son of the youngest Son of the young- 
est Son for five Generations ; whereby I find that had there 
originally been any Estate in the Family none could have 
stood a worse Chance of it. God however, has blest me with 
Angur's Wish & what is still more, with Angur's Temper, 
for which double Blessing I desire to be ever thankful. 

""When we return'd from the North we eall'd at Ban- 
bury, & there found Robert Page, who had married our 
Cousin Jane Daughter of John Franklin ; she is dead & left 
no Children. In the Church Yard we found a Grave Stone 
expressing that Thomas Franklin was buried there March 
24, 1681/2, and also John the son of the said Thomas Frank- 
lin, who died June 11. 1691, by which I find that our 
Grandfather remov'd from Ecton in his Old Age to Ban- 
bury, perhaps to live with his Son John. His first Wife & 
Mother of his Children, was named Jane; she was buried 
at Ecton Oct. 30. 1662, but I think he married again, for I 
find in the Register a Widow Elizabeth Franklin, who was 
buried at Ecton Sept. 1, 1696, aged 79. perhaps she return'd 
to Ecton after his Death. I do not remember ever to [have] 
heard of her, but suppose my Father nam'd his first Child 
after her Elizabeth, who is yet living ; she was born Mar. 
10, 1677. If this widow Elizabeth was our Grandfather's 
second Wife you probably may remember her." 

The following letters from " Cousin Fisher" and the 
rector of Ecton complete the correspondence for the year 

1758 : 

"Dear Sir! 

" We have received your kind Letter as also your Present 
of most excellent Madeira, which was the more agreeable 
to us as Mr. Fisher was seized with an Illness soon after 
you left these Parts, under which his Physicians have 
obliged him to drink a greater Quantity of generous Wine 
than before he was used to. His ail is Mortification in his 
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Foot, which considering his Age will I fear prove fatal : 
It has hitherto got the better of all Medicines that have 
been applied, and we have not wanted for the best Physi- 
cians and Surgeons this Country affords. Tho' in this 
Distress we are pleased to hear that your Ramble (as you 
call it) has been agreeable to your Self and Son, and par- 
ticularly that M r and M rs Whaley gave you so kind a Recep- 
tion at Ecton. Tou have taken more Care to preserve the 
Memory of our Family, than any other Person that ever 
belonged to it, tho' the Youngest Son of five Generations, 
and tho' I believe it never made any great Figure in this 
County, Yet it did what was much better, it acted that 
Part well in which Providence had placed it, and for 200 
Years all the Descendants of it have lived with Credit, and 
are to this Day without any Blot on their Escutcheon, 
which is more than some of the best Families i.e. the 
Richest and highest in Title can pretend to. I am the last 
of my Father's House remaining in this Country, and you 
must be sensible from my Age and Infirmities, that I cannot 
hope to continue long in the Land of the Living. However 
I must degenerate from my Family not to wish it well ; 
and therefore you cannot think but that I was well pleased 
to see so fair Hopes of its Continuance in the Younger 
Branches, in any Part of the "World, and on that Acct. most 
sincerely wish you and Yours all Health Happiness and 
Prosperity, and am Dear Sir 

" Your most Affectionate Kinswoman 

" Mary Fisher. 
" Wellingborough Aug 8 * 14 th 1758. 

" Turn over. 

"P.S. This Letter has been wrote above a Month, but 
was neglected to be sent to You on the Ace* of M r Fisher's 
Illness, who has been so bad that we expected nothing but 
Death for some "Weeks ; tho' now have the Pleasure to in- 
form You that his Mortification is entirely stopp'd, and on 
that Ace* have Hopes of his Eecovery. Your Last is come 
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to Hand and I hope you'll Excuse the Delay in Answering 
your Former for the Eeason mentioned before. M r Holme 
our Minister begs to return his Complim ts to you and son. 
"Sep r 18 th 1758." 

"Sir. 

"I return you my most Sincere thanks for your very 
kind Presents to me & my wife, which have done, & will 
afford very agreeable Entertainment to each of us : our ac- 
knowlegments for them Shou'd have been much earlier, 
had I not waited to see if I cou'd meet with any Letter or 
other Composition of M r Thomas Franklin ; in which In- 
quiry I have hitherto in a great measure been unsuccessful. 
The Inclosed is a Lease of his drawing, of which kind I 
have several now in my Possession; it is in his own Hand- 
writing, & Signed by him & his wife. 1 I am told, by a very 
good Lawyer, he has seen several Conveyances that were 
made by him, and that they were very well done; & I 
believe he had a good deal of Business of that sort in this 
neighbourhood, he had a natural Turn & genius for 
Musick, he put up the Chimes in our Church, made a 
House-organ, & I am informed by some now in the Parish 
that remember him, used frequently to amuse himself with 
playing upon it. If I can pick up any thing of his worth 
your notice, during your stay in this part of the world, I 

1 Facsimiles of the autographs to which Eector Whalley refers. The 
original lease, dated in 1682, is in the collection of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. It is endorsed in Franklin's handwriting, " Old Lease 
of Uncle Thomas's Drawing." 
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will certainly transmit it to you. My wife joins in best 
Oomplim ts to you and your son with 

"Sir, 
" Your most obliged & most humble serv* 

" E. "Whalley. 
" Ecton Sept r 16 th 
1758." 

We have already incidentally referred to the death of 
Franklin's cousin, Mary Fisher, and her husband. The fol- 
lowing letters to Franklin and his reply to Eev. Thomas 
Holme, vicar at Wellingborough, relate to the settlement 
of their estates : 

"Sb. 

" T r Relation M rs Fisher was Bury'd last week and Mr. 
Fisher about a week before of w ch I should certainly have 
given y° advice, had I supposed y° yet in Town. I went last 
night to the Execut or who informed me they had wrote to 
the person y° mention & was surprised they had not had 
an Answ er therefore would write again this post both to 
Her & y° w ch I presume will be Satisfactory. Our Ministers 
Name is Tho s Holmes who I am informed made Mr. Fish rs 
Will, wherein I am informed He left only one Hund ed pound 
at Her disposall out of w ch His Heirs insist upon y e Fu- 
nerall Charges being paid & also Her being buryd in ye 
same mann er as Her Husband, at Her desire, fear it will 
not amount to Fourscore to be divided between the person 
y° mention & anoth er relation who was sent for on y e occa- 
sion & is still here. Y° cannot oblige me more than by com- 
an ding me, who am w th y e Compliments of the Season 
to y r son & self 

" Y r Most Obed* Serv* 

" ElCH D QUINTON. 

" Welling b 
"4 th Jan r *59." 

"Sir. 

"As I am inform'd that you are still in London I there- 
fore take the Liberty to acquaint you with the Death of M r 
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Richard Fisher of this Town on the 12 th Fit . He left his 
whole Estate Real and Personal to the Amount of about 
£5000. between his three Neices : except a clear Rent Charge 
of £45. f an. to his Wife for Life, and £100 in Cash to be 
paid to her in three Months after his Decease ; She survived 
him only Thirteen Days, and was never during that Time 
capable of making a Will ; So that the said £100. devolves 
to her Admint 8 and accordingly Administration has been 
granted to Ann Farrow of the Parish of Oastlethorpe in the 
County of Bucks, but subject to Distribution to all of equal 
Degree in Kindred : We know of no Relations so near as 
own Cousins besides your Self Ann Farrow afores d and 
Eleanor Morris in London; and as the two last, as we 
are informed here, are but in poor Circumstances; and 
the s d £100 after Deduction of Funeral and other Charges 
will be reduced to about £70. it is expected you will not 
insist upon your share in the Distribution but let them take 
the Benefit of it. But if not, or if you know of any other 
Relations of equal Degree, it will be esteem'd a Favour if 
you'll send such Intelligence either to the Rev d M r William 
Fisher the sole Executor of Rich d deceased, or to 
" Sir, Your very humble Serv* 

" Tho : Holme, Vicar 

" of Wellingborough. 

"Jan: 9 th 1759. 

" P.S. I had wrote the above before I received Yours, and 
which in a great Measure will I hope answer your Enquiry : 
the £100 was bequeathed to M rs Fisher in such Terms as to 
vest in Her on his Decease, tho. not payable till 3 Months 
after, so that there is not the least Doubt of its belonging 
to her Representatives. M r Fisher beside what I mention'd 
above, gave his Wife the Use of all his Houshold Goods, 
Linnen and Plate for her Life and the Dwelling House to 
live in Rent and Tax free ; but ordered the said Goods etc. 
after her Decease to be divided equally between his Neices — 
and the Legacies to M rs Fisher were on this Express Condi- 
tion that she relinquished all Claim to Thirds. And he Left 
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no other Legacies whatsoever except to his Keices to the 
Value of so much as a shilling — M r9 Fisher's wearing Ap- 
parrel (which as I am told were of no great Value) have been 
divided between M rs Farrow and M rs Morris, and her share 
is in the Hands of One M rs Whitebread who was a very in- 
timate Acquaintance of the late M rs Fisher. I shall be very 
ready to give you any further Information with Regard to 
this Affair that you may think necessary and am 

"Sir, 

" Yours very sincerely 
"Thos. Holme. 

"Jan. 11 th 1759." 
" Sir, 

"I have communicated Yours of the 8 th Instant to M r 
Fisher, who gave me the inclosed Bill of Funeral and other 
necessary Expenses, to be sent to you for your Satisfaction 
with regard to the Distribution of your late Cousin Fishers 
Estate which according to my Calculation will stand as 
follows. 



D r Administratrix to the Estate late M rs Fisher's 
To a Legacy bequeathed by 



L. s. D. 



a Legacy bequeathed by | 

the late Mr. E. Fisher } • ' • ' 1U(i u u 

. . . . 11 6 



To M rs Fishers wearing Ap- 
parel divided between M rs 
Morris and M rs Farrow 
valued at 



£111 6 



Cred r 

l. s. a. 

By necessary Expenses 31 2 2 

By four equal 7 th shares ) 

l. s. d. [ ■ 45 13 4 

at 11 8 4 each J 

By three more at D° . . . . . . 34 5 



£111 6 



" M r Fisher (as he gave Bond with M rs Farrow for the 
due Distribution of this personal Estate) approves of your 
Proposal to receive the four Shares due to your Eelations 
in America, and will directly pay 45 13 4 to your Order, 
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on sending a proper Discharge for the Same, and will also 
pay your Share, which you are so good as to give them, to 
M rs Morris and M rs Farrow. If I can be of any further 
service to You in this or any other Affair here, I beg you 
would make no scruple of sending your Commands to 
" Sir, Your very h Me serv*, 

" Tho Holme. 
" Wellingborough 
"March 17 th 1759." 

Franklin to Rev. Thomas Holme. 

" London March 27. 1759 
"Kev d Sir, 

" I received your Favour of the 17 th Instant, with the 
Acc ts which are clear & satisfactory. And as you are so 
kind as to offer any farther Service in this Affair may I take 
the Freedom to request you would make & send me a Draft 
of such a Discharge for me to sign as will be proper & sat- 
isfactory to M r Fisher. If the Money could be paid by an 
order or Bill on some Person here in London, it would be 
most convenient to me. M rs Morris was with me on Satur- 
day, and desires, as she cannot go down to "Wellingborough, 
her share may be paid to me with the others, and she will 
receive it here of me. 

" I am, with great Esteem, Eev. Sir, 

" Your most obed* humble 

" Serv* 
"B. F." 

" The Expenses of the Funeral of M rs Mary Fisher, who 
was buried Dec r 30. 1758. 

L. S. D. 

P d for the Administration for M rS Farrow .... 011904 

Gave the Under-bearers 00 06 00 

P d the washwoman for laying M rS Fisher out & for Gloves .. 00 07 02 

P d a Woman for helping to lay Her out and for Gloves . 00 07 02 

Gave the Servant Jenny for a pair of Gloves . . . 00 01 02 

P d M r Day for five Bottles of Wine . . . . . 00 09 04 

P d M r Draper's Bill for the Funeral 13 13 00 
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l. s. D. 
PHhe Glazier's Bill for a lead Coffin . . . . .07 00 00 

P d the Carpenter for Coffins & Furuiture etc . . . . 04 01 06 

P d M r Lucas the Apothecary . . . . . . . 00 18 00 

P d the Sexton for taking up and laying down the Gravestones 00 02 03 
P d the Sexton for digging the Grave, the Bell, & cleaning 

the Church . . . 00 07 06 

P d M r Holme for the Grave in the Church & a Mortuary . 00 16 08 
P d the Church Wardens for opening the Grave in the Church 00 06 08 
Charges for bringing and carrying M rs Farrows home . . 00 06 06 

£31 02 02 

" These Expenses were approved of by the Administratrix 
M rs Farrow, and defrayed by me 

"W-, Fisher, sole Executor 

" of the late -M r Eich d Fisher." 

"Sir 

" I communicated your Last and M rs Morris's Letter to 
M r Fisher at my Return from a Journey last Saturday else 
you would have heard from me Sooner, however I now 
send you such Discharge as will satisfie M r Fisher, which 
when you have executed please to return either to him or 
me by the Post, and he will directly remitt you the Money. 
I am 

" Sir, Tour very humble Serv* 

" Tho : Holme. 
" Wellingborough, April 12 th 1759." 

In Franklin's " Journal," from which later on are pre- 
sented some memorandums and entries, is also to be found 
the following details of the settlement of '" Cousin Fish- 
er's" estate : 

" Here follows sundry Entries taken from Aec ts Eeeeipts, Letters, & 
other Memorand 8 of prior Dates, & which ought to have been entered 
before. 

"Copy of Ace* rendered by the Eev d M r Fisher of Wellingborough, 
who gave Bond with the Administratrix for the due Distribution of 
Mrs. Fisher's personal Estate, viz" [For copy of original MS. account 
see p. 11.] 
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Continuing, Franklin records : 

"Note. — Mrs. Fisher's Effects were to be distributed among her Eela- 
tions of equal Degree, which are as follows. 

"Mrs. Ann Farrow Daughter of John Frank- 
lin 

Mrs. Eleanor Morris Daughter of Hannah 
Franklin 

Mr. Samuel Franklin of Boston Son of Benj n 
Franklin 

Mrs. Elisabe th Dowse 
Daughter of 

Mr. Peter Franklin Son 

of \ Josiah Franklin 

Mrs. Jane Mecom Daugh- 
ter of 

and myself Son of 

" I gave my Share to be divided between Mrs. Farrow & Mrs. Morris 
two poor ancient Women ; the other Shares belonging to Eelations in 
America are in my Hands, viz. 



All Children of 
Thomas Franklin, 
> whose Granddaugh- 
ter Mrs, Fisher was. 



Samuel Franklin's Share 
Eliz Dowse's Share 
Peter Franklin's Share 
Jane Mecom's Share . 



11 


8 4 


11 


8 4 


11 


8 4 


11 


8 4 


£45 


13 4" 



in all ... 

Richard and Mary Fisher had one child, a daughter, who 
died unmarried, about thirty years prior to the visit of 
Franklin to Wellingborough. Through the death of his 
cousin two new cousins are developed, Mrs. Eleanor Mor- 
ris, who resided in London, and Mrs. Ann Farrow, school- 
mistress, at Oastlethorp, who was appointed administratrix 
of Mrs. Fisher's estate, and her married daughter Hannah 
Walker. The following letters addressed to Franklin fur- 
nish some additional data relating to the family : 

" Castle Thorp, January the 8 1759. 
" Dear Sir, 

" I hope you Will not think it bold though I Present you 
with a few Lines being so near a relation hearing you was 
not gone out of England I thought I could do no less. 
When I was informed in Summer you was come over into 
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England to see all your Belations I fanced myself with great 
Pleasures of seeing you and your offspring Which Pleasure 
would have been the greatest I could have had in this 
World to think that I had lived to see my Dear Uncle Jo- 
siahs Son and his offspring as was my Dear Fathers first 
Prentence if I had not been of low circumstance I Would 
have gone to New England many years agone to have seen 
my Relations and what a Pleasent Place it was for my good 
Uncle Benjman sent me the heads of it and if age and my 
Circumstance Would Answer I would see you Sill before 
you Went out of England but I am a Poor Widow being 
nowe in my Seventy four. But Dear Sir I hope you will 
be so good as to grant a Poor Widows request as to Answer 
my Letter but I Should have joy Without Measure to see 
you I having Neither Brother nor Sisters alive only a Daugh- 
ter. I thank God I have a good Bed to Lodge you if you 
was to come, that is all my Comfort. I live within two 
Miles of Stoney Strafford. My Daughters Complements and 
mine wait on you and your son though unknown. So I re- 
main your ever affectionate and Loving Coussin to Com- 
mand. 

" Anne Farrow. 

" Direct for me at Castle Thorp, near Stony Strafford." 

" Castle Thorp Jan. y e 19 1759. 
"Dear Sir. 

" The Joy I had in receiving your Letter was beyond 
Measure — to think as yon Granted my Desire and return 
you thanks for Paying ye Post and very glad to hear you 
and your Son is well hoping your Spouse and Daughter is 
ye same and I am very glad to hear of them not doubting 
But the are Endowed with all the Qualifications to render 
your Lifes happy and to see you will be the greatest of 
Joy. That was our Granfather in Banbury Church yard ; 
as to my Fathers been Born at Ecton I always thought he 
was till 2 years ago I was at Wellingbourgh and our 
Cousin Fisher said somthing of his coming from some 
other Town to live at Ecton and Named the Place but I 
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quit forgot for my Memory has failed me some years but 
my Eye sight is good, I bless God for it, so I make Shift to 
keep a Little School for my Living. I can't Eemember my 
Uncle Josiah because my Father kept a Batchelors house 
when he was first Prentince and my aunt Morris kept his 
house and I was ye 3 child by my Mother and Uncle 
Franklins talking of him as to my own age I cant tell it no 
other ways than I was in my 5 years old when my Father 
died and my Aunt Franklin told me I was 01 years old if 
I lived till the Michaelmas after my Mother died and so I 
count I was seventy 3 last Mich it was a great loss for 6 
children to Lose Father and Mother so soon but I hope it 
was their gain for I can Eemember some of my Fathers 
Heavenly ways tho I was so little he died of a Mortification 
or else if he had Lived he Designed going into JSTew Eng- 
land, my Daughter Hannah was Born July ye 21 1724 and 
she is married and has 2 Sons one of my Fathers Name 
and one of my Husbands. John Walker was Born March 
ye 4 1755, Hennery Walker was born Novm 1 * 1 ye 29 1756 
my Daughter was at Lutterworth Last Summer and she 
believes he Lives very well for he goes on with the Dying 
Bussiness and has only one child Living he was well a 
little while ago my Daughter Lives at a Place called West- 
bury within tow Miles of Brackly in Northamptonshire 
But she came to see me this Christmas and is not gone yet 
for our Cousin Fisher is Dead and theire is a Small matter 
to come amongst us First Cousins so the fetch me over to 
Administer being I Lived the nearest but Mr. Fisher, Mr. 
Fisher's Executor Pays all charges for when I come the 
would have her buried as Grand as her Husband so my 
Daughter was force to stay to Look after my School the 
while, the sum was a hundred Pound But the Funeral 
charges before I came away came to between thirty and 
forty Pound for Mr. Fisher Paid the Bills for it was not 
in my Power to do it and I shall be glad to know how 
many first Cousins their is. I would have buried her in a 
Neat Mariner but the compelld me to Bury her as her 
Husband was. My Daughter Joynes in affectionate Re- 
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gards to you and your Son so we remain till Death Dear 
Sir 

" Hannah Walker and Anne Farrow." 

Josiah and Ann Franklin had four sons and three daugh- 
ters. Ann, the wife, died July 9, 1689, and a little over 
four months later he married his second wife, Abiah, a 
daughter of Peter Foulger, " one of the first settlers of New 
England of whom honorable mention is made by Cotton 
Mather." By this union six sons and four daughters were 
born, Benjamin being one of the sons. 

The genealogical records of his father's family which 
follow are in the handwriting of Franklin ; and the letter 
of " M Foulger, of Illington, to David Edwards, at Mr. 
Grigsby's attorney at law, at St. Edmunds Bury, Suffolk," 
with the genealogical notes relating to John Foulger, and 
the letter of Peter and Mary Folger, written at Nantucket 
in March of 1677/8, throw some new light on the family of 
Franklin's mother. 

The Birthdays of the Children of Josiah and Ann FranJclin. 



Eliz. Franklin, 


, Mar. 2. 1677/8 Died Aug. 25. 1759.— 


Samuel 


May 16. 1681 Mar. 30. 1720 


Hannah 


May 25. 1683 April 3. 1723 


Josiah — — 


Aug. 23. 1685 Went to Sea, never heard of 


Ann 


Jan. 5. 1686/7 June 16. 1729 


Joseph — - 


Feb. 6. 1687/8 Died 11 th of same Month 


Joseph — — 


June 30. 1689 Died July 15. 1689 


Ann Franklin the first wife of Josiah Franklin died July 9. 1689 


Josiah Franklin & Abiah Foulger married Nov. 25. 1689 


John Franklin born Dee. 7. 1690 Died 


Peter Franklin 


l Nov. 22. 1692 


Mary 


Sept. 26. 1694 


James 


Feb. 4. 1696/7 


Sarah — — 


July 9. 1699 


Ebenezer 


Sept. 20. 1701 Died Feb. 5. 1702/3 


Thomas 


Dec. 7. 1703 Aug. 17. 1706 


Benjamin 


Jan, 6. 1705/6 


Lydia 


Aug. 8. 1708 


Jane 


Mar. 27. 1712 


Sarah Daughter of Benj n born at Philad a Aug. 31. 1743. 


Vol. xxiii.— 2 
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" Illlntgton Feb. ye 5 1759 
" Sir. 

" As you have Testified so particularly a desire in being 
better Informed in your affair with M r Franklin — we took 
an opportunity of meeting Mr Foulger who than we have 
Acquainted you, the before mentioned Peter Foulger whent 
when he was a Lad with a Neighbouring Gentleman, the 
Name unknown to us, as a Servant to New England. After 
his arrival he Frequent Oonvers'd with his Relations, who 
lived at, or near, "Windham in Norfolk — his Letters cannot 
be Produc'd by none of the Family that we can Learn — if 
it suits with my Husband's Conveinency he will meet you 
at your Appointment w'ch Concludes Me, 

" Your Humble Servant 

" M. Foulger. 
" accept United Comp ts & Dispose 

of y* to your worthy Friend M r Franklin as you Express 
him if Agreeable. 

" John Foulger married to Mirriba Gibs in Old England 
by hir he had one sone named Peter and one Daughter that 
married a Pain on Long Island. Peter married Mary Mor- 
rils and settled on the Island of Nantucket by hir he Had 
two sons & six Daughters- — the Sons nams John and Eleazer 
— of Johns Children in the male Line there is six namely 
with ther sons underneath — 

Jethro who has 2 sons Trustrum & Jethro 

Jonathan has Reubin & Jonathan 

Nathaniel Has Paul 

Shubil has Seth & Shubil 

Richard has David, Solomon, & Elisha 

Zaccheus has John James & Zaccheus. 

"Eleazers children is — 

Peter had 1 son Daniel. 
Eleazer had Urion & Elijah 
Charles Stephen Frederick 
and Peleg they have many 
Daughters & are very numerous 
Nathan had Abisha and Timothy 
& Peter & Berzilla. 
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" John Foulger the Ancestor of our Family came out of 
the City of Norwich in the County of Norfolk — he married 
Miriba Gibs in Great Britain and Brought Hir and His Son 
Peter and one Daughter to new england — the Daughter 
married to a Paine on Long island and there is a numerous 
of Spring from Hir but for Perticulars I know nothing. 
Peter married with Mary Morrils a young woman that Came 
from England with Hew Petars, and had two Sons, John & 
Eleazer and Seven Daughters namely Johanna married a 
Coleman, Darcas married a Pratt, Barsheba married a Pope, 
Patience married Harker, Bethiah married Barnard, Ex- 
speriance married to a Swain, Abiah married Franklin. 
Bethiah Dyed without Issue — the Rest have Children and 
Grand Children to the forth Generation. John Had Six 
Sons & Eleazer Had three that all had Children so that there 
is a Great number of the name heare and until last year 
there was never one of the name that lived of this Island 
and than Shubil Foulger and his Son Benjamin Remooved 
to Cape Sables. 

" it is unsertain in what year John Foulger Came out of 
England or of what Age he or His son was — as for the 
Lettor that I mentioned to thee it is not to be found. 

" Nantucket y e ~ y* 18 d 1763" 

" Loving Son in Law Joseph Prat My Dearest Love Re- 
membered to Your Selfe as also to my Daughter Your Wife 
together with Your Good father and Mother and all the 
Rest of our Loving friends with You and having so Good 
an opertunity I thought Good to write a few Lines to You 
although writing is Now very Tedious to me for my Sight 
fails me much and I am ill other ways I am now past the 
60 th Year of my age and know not the Day of My Death 
but this I Know that when Ever it be it will be a joyful 
time to Me for I Can Say with Paul I know in whom I have 
Believed and that Christ is to me Life and therefore Death 
will be to me advantage & my Earnest Desire and Prayer 
to God for you both is that Each of You Two may be able 
to say as much Really and truly for Your selves the world 
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can willingly part with us and 'tis high time for us to be 
more willing to Part with it whatever You Do forget not 
that one Necessary thing that is to Get a part in Christ 
Pease not being of God for the Sealing up of his Everlast- 
ing Love in Christ for Your Poor Souls and for strength of 
grace to walk before him holily and unblamably in this 
Present Evil world Carry on the work of Conversion and 
the work of faith with Power and Let no Changes Change 
You nor turn you aside from Such a Conversation as be- 
cometh the Gospel of Christ and though You may think 
Your Condition to be an hour of temptation Yet know this 
that God is able to help you from Sinning and not only so 
but to make You Content with Your Portion Yea and 
thereby to make Your Condition full of Comfort to You 
although it Should be far worse than it is the more Troubles 
we meet with here the more Occation we have to think of 
Going home yea more than that the more Occation we have 
to fear God for the Scripture Saith of the wicked because 
they have no Changes therefore they fear not God it is But 
a very Little and the Longest and the Greatest Trouble will 
have an End Yea the time is Short and very Short that the 
world will afford any Comfort to those She Loves most the 
Grave will make all alike as to the outward Comfort but 
that true and Real that Spiritual and Eternal Comfort that 
God Gives to Believers in Christ will Last to all Eternity 
God is Called the God of all Comfort therefore make Sure 
an intrest in him and than You Can never be miserable 
Live on him by faith make Use of him as a man Doth of 
his friend Daily and at all times in the way of his Promises 
for this life and for the Life to Come and than your wants 
will be as no wants Remember You live in an evil world 
therefore walk Circumspectly Give no Occation of offence 
neither by word Nor action use all Good meanse for Groth 
in Grace Yet Ever Remember to be true to Your Light in 
matters of Conscience be sure to Obey God Rather than 
man and to mind what the Scripture Saith that whatsoever 
is not of faith is Sin therefore Do nothing Doubtingly but 
Ever Seek unto God who is the God of all Grace for Clear 
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Light to walk by and in So Doing he that is the father of 
light will not Leave you in Darkness Study to be quiet Live 
in Peace and Love and the God of Love and Peace will be 
with You I have wrote the Larger to You because I know 
not but it may be the Last Lines that Ever You May have 
from me therefore take them as they are writin in Love to 
Your Souls but I shall Cease and Leave You to him that is 
able to build Yours in grace and to Give You an Inheritance 
among them that are Sanctified hoping that You will be 
earful So to Live in this Present world as that we may 
Live together in that world that never shall have an end 
where Sin nor Satan shall never Trouble us more and Where 
is fullness of joy and Pleasure for Ever more Farewell Dear 
Children and the God of all mercy Grace and Consolation 
be with Your Souls to all Eternity which is the Great 
Desire of us your Loving father and Mother 

"Peter Folger & 
" Nantucket, March "Mary Folger. 

"the 6 th 1677/8 

" Your Brothers and Sisters are all well and Desire to 
have their Loves Eemembered to You 

"Do not Lay these Lines where You may Never See 
them more for You May have Occation to Look on them 
when I may be far Enough from You. 

" P. F." 



The originals of the letters and records which have been 
presented are generally in a very good condition, but the 
partial mutilation of the pedigree chart is to be deplored. 
As the arrangement and phraseology adopted by Franklin 
are uniform throughout the chart, the missing names of 
his brothers and sisters, and the dates of births, can be sup- 
plied from the record of his father's family, which he pre- 
pared and which has been given in facsimile. 

In the Franklin Collection of the American Philosophical 
Society, at Philadelphia, is 
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from- which is extracted the following memoranda and en- 
tries relating to his wife and her mother, whose name is 
frequently written " Mother Bead." 

On the inside cover of the Journal, in Franklin's hand- 
writing, is 

Mem d . D. Eead came into the house September 23, 1730. 

On the Journal he has also recorded 

Philad a July 1, 1731. M rs Eead has agreed with me for the Shop, 
one Side — The Kent to begin the 2 d Inst, at £6. p Annum. 

This is followed by sixty-four entries of unpaid petty 
accounts transferred from a Mrs. Read's Shop Book." 
Under date of January 6, 1731/2 appears the following : 

Then adjusted accounts with M rs Eeadj and she is D r to 

Balance the Shop account 2. 13. 9£ 

For Eent Due the 2d. Inst. . 3. 

For Board 6 Months due at Novemb r Fair last . . .5. 

£10. 13. 9J 
And She is Creditor for Cash 

I borrowed 10. 0. 

For Comm sns . 3. 2. 11 

£13. 2. 11 
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